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Art and Design  
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions 
 
Tasks:   
 
Please could you take a range of good quality photographs 
and get them professionally printed related to the theme of 
“Food”. Be adventurous with viewpoints, different angles, 
close-ups and whole views.  
 
To maintain drawing practice over the long break, record 
three studies in a range of media from your photographs. 
Ensure they are to different scales.   
 
Analyse an artist’s work related to Food.  

Description of the Course 

Students are expected to; 
-explore relevant resources; analyse, discuss and evaluate images, objects and artefacts; 
and make and record independent judgments 
-use knowledge and understanding of the work of others to develop and extend thinking 
and inform own work 

 -generate and explore potential lines of enquiry using appropriate media and techniques 
 -apply knowledge and understanding in making images and artefacts; review and modify 

work; and plan and develop ideas in the light of their own and others’ evaluations 
  -organise, select and communicate ideas, solutions and responses, and present them in 

a range of visual, tactile and/or sensory forms. 
 There will be a period of portfolio related tasks building on student’s skills following the A 

level syllabus, leading up to component 1 of the Advanced Level course that will begin at 
the end of the Autumn Term.   

  

Component 1: Portfolio 

 

What's assessed?   Portfolio of work 96 marks 60% 
Component 2: Externally set assignment  
What's assessed? 96 marks 40% of AS 
Response to an externally set assignment  
Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time  
 

 

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance 
- Ability to use your recording skills, use a range of media 
successfully and be independent. 
-  Respond to tasks in an imaginative way 
- Take an interest in Art through sourcing your own ideas. 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course  
Are you fully equipped for the new term? You do not need to buy a sketchbook. This will 
be provided but you will need acrylic paints, brushes, sketching pencils and a glue stick.  

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 
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Biology 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions                                                             

1.       
En  The task is to answer the following three questions, all of which 

carry 6 marks. 
 
1.    1. Describe the general mode of action of enzymes, using at least      

one example 
2.     
3.    2.  Apart from causing disease, describe how bacteria may affect the 

lives of humans and other organisms. 
 
2.    3. Explain why the amount of energy decreases between one 

trophic level and the next 
( 

 

Description of the Course 
 
The Edexcel course Biology A comprises a study of the following broad topics: 
● Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk   ● Topic 2: Genes and Health 
● Topic 3: Voice of the Genome   ● Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources 
● Topic 5: On the Wild Side   ● Topic 6: Immunity, Infection and Forensics 
Topics 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be examined at the end of year 13 in a 2 hour paper 
carrying 33.3% of the total marks: 
● Topic 7: Run for your Life   ● Topic 8: Grey Matter 
Topics 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 and 8 will be examined at the end of year 13 in a 2 hour paper 
carrying 33.3% of the total marks: 
There is one final exam paper at the end of year 13, Paper 3: General and Practical 
Applications in Biology. This paper tests knowledge of all topics 1-8 including the 
core practicals, and will also include questions relating to a pre-release paper.  
For more details, go to https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-

levels/biology-a-2015.html 
The various topic areas include 18 core practicals. These practicals will be carried 
out during the course of the two years. Knowledge of these practicals is tested all 
three of the exams, particularly Paper 3. In addition your practical skills will be 
assessed. Trips include a visit to Whipsnade Zoo.  

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance 
 
To achieve the highest marks, the answers should: 
1. be well presented 
2. show a high standard of written communication 
3. have sufficient content to gain 6 marks  
 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
 
It is a good idea to read biology-related magazines and journals such 
as the New Scientist, Biological Sciences and BBC Wildlife, along with 
relevant newspaper articles (from the broadsheets).  
 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.html


4 
 

Business Studies 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions  

 
Over the holiday, you are to conduct background reading into business 
affairs in preparation for your A Level course.   
You are expected to read up on current affairs/items which concern 
business and economic issues and to familiarise yourself with the forms 
of business ownership, legal structure, franchising for your baseline 
test. 
 
You are strongly recommended to:  

 Read and understand the different forms of ownership  

 Research the characteristics, benefits and drawbacks 

of each  

 Consider the legal requirements for setting up a 

business 

 Research businesses that have grown from sole trader 

to PLC and stock market flotati on  

 Research the role of an entrepreneur in creating and 

setting up a business  

 Provide an account of risk and uncertainty in the 

business environment  

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and 
Guidance 

 You will have a baseline test which will be complete d 

on the first day of your Business course and you are 

expected to score 80%.   

 The baseline test at the beginning of the course in September 
will cover: 

o questions relating to the above topics,  
o your ability to recognise and analyse business 

circumstances  
o your ability to reason and give an argument based on 

business related question which you will be given. 

Description of the Course  
 
Business Studies involves the investigation and analysis of all aspects of business 
planning and management, marketing, production, finances, human resources, 
decision-making, risk management, business expansion and strategies to maximise 
success. You will develop your business knowledge and enterprising skills, engrained 
in studying real life businesses. The A Level focuses on contemporary business and 
industry and addresses topical business concerns locally, nationally and globally.  
We follow the New September 2015 Linear Style Edexcel specification.  The A Level 
has three written exams, with a mixture of short response and essay questions.   
There is no coursework, though regular reading and viewing of quality news sources 
is highly beneficial and is strongly encouraged.   
Other Useful Preparation for the Course  
 Go to – www.tutor2u.net you can answer a quiz on topics relating to business and 

find additional support in the form of presentations and case studies to support 
your understanding of the subject. 

 Get into the habit of following the news: both in newspapers and by watching 
television programmes such as: 
 Newsnight   The Hotel Inspector  
 Channel 4 News   Dispatches  

 The Apprentice   Dragonõs Den 
 Running the Shop   Panorama  

 Popular websites to use include:  
 www.businesscasestudies.co.uk , www.thestudentroom.co.uk , 

revisionworld.com  

 www.s -cool.co.uk  ð the revision website.  

 For a really good head start on the course, consider reading the following books: 
Common Sense Rules: What you really need to know about business, Deborah 
Meaden, Anyone Can Do It, Duncan Bannatyne 

Prescribed Resource: https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Business-Student-
ActiveBook/dp/1447983548 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.businesscasestudies.co.uk/
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Business-Student-ActiveBook/dp/1447983548
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Business-Student-ActiveBook/dp/1447983548
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Chemistry 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions 
You will need to purchase the following items before you can begin the course: 

Laboratory coat: approx. £12 
http://www.betterequipped.co.uk/science-equipment/lab-coat-medium-40-inch-prd0996p-784 
Safety Goggles: £1.68  
http://www.betterequipped.co.uk/safety-spectacles-1883p-3062 

NOTE: If you do not have a lab coat, your clothes may become damaged during some Chemistry 
practicals. 

You will also need a text book: approx. £22.99 OCR AS/A Level Chemistry A Student Book 1, 
Pearson, ISBN: 978-1447990789 

If you have difficulties purchasing these items, please see Mrs Upton within the first week of term.  
Your task:  
Research methods for determination of the composition of compounds by: 
Measurement of mass  
Measurement of volume of gas  
Explain exactly 

1) how to do ONE method for each  
2) What the safety issues are – in a formal risk assessment table (see below) 
3) What calculations will need to be carried out and explain the methods for these. 

 
Risk assessment table: 

Hazard Risk Control measures/first 
aid 

The thing that could be 
dangerous 

What it could do to you  

 
There will be a baseline test in the first week of term. We expect you to be ready for this. It will be 
based on what you have learned at GCSE. If you took the Double Science option at GCSE, you may 
wish to look over the Chemistry only material (see the AQA GCSE Chemistry Specification 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 ) before this test. 
 

Description of the Course 
Chemistry is the study of how the elements and their 
compounds behave. It overlaps with Physics and Biology as 
chemical principles underpin the physical environment in which 
we live, as well as all biological systems. In this course you will 
develop essential knowledge and understanding of fundamental 
chemical concepts, as well as a variety of areas of chemistry, 
and you will get to grips with how these relate to each other. 
You will also develop a deeper appreciation of how chemistry 
plays a major role in providing the comfortable modern lifestyle 
we appreciate and how it contributes to the success of the 
economy and to society more broadly. 
 
The year 12 content is split into four teaching modules:  
• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry  
• Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry  
• Module 3 – Periodic table and energy  
• Module 4 – Core organic chemistry 
 
The A2 content is split into six teaching modules: 
• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry  
• Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry  
• Module 3 – Periodic table and energy  
• Module 4 – Core organic chemistry  
• Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements  
• Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis 
There are 3 written exams in year 13. Exam 1 & 2 are 135 
minutes and comprises 100 marks. Exam 3 is 90 minutes and 
comprises 70 marks. 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

 

http://www.betterequipped.co.uk/science-equipment/lab-coat-medium-40-inch-prd0996p-784
http://www.betterequipped.co.uk/safety-spectacles-1883p-3062
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
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Computer Science 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions and Assessment Guidance 
This is an important part of the Computer Science A Level. This topic is a large 
section in the first unit to be covered. Much of this topic is specifically related to 
the project unit to be completed in year 13 to complete the A Level. Candidates 
use this knowledge when producing their project. 
Your project must be submitted in a Word document with your name in the 
header, contents page, title page and all pages numbered.  Each section must 
include descriptions, examples, your thoughts about advantages and 
disadvantages of this process, as well as images where appropriate. 

 
Task Title “Systems Life Cycle”(SLC) : 
You need to research  the SLC and include the following sub-sections: 
Problem definition – explain the importance of defining a problem accurately 
Feasibility study – describe the function and purpose 
Information collection – describe different methods of fact finding, as well as their 
advantages and disadvantages: use Questionnaires, Observation and Interviews 
Analysis - Requirements of a system, Requirements specification, Data structures, 
Inputs, Outputs, Processing, Data flow diagrams, System flowcharts, Identify 
problems in current system 
Design- Input design, Diagrammatic depiction of the overall system, Processing, 
Data structure design, Output design 
Implementation 
Evaluation  - Importance of evaluating the system, How to identify criteria used for 
evaluation 
Installation - Contents and importance of the different types of documentation, 
Technical, User, Importance of system testing, Installation planning 
Maintenance - Purpose of maintaining the system, Need for system review, 
Reassessment, Understanding software has a limited life span 
 
 
 

Description of the Course 
Computer Science course is relevant to the modern and changing world of 
computing. Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the 
academic principles learned in the classroom to real-world systems. It’s an 
intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement, that can look at 
the natural world through a digital prism. Computer Science qualifications value 
computational thinking, helping students to develop the skills to solve problems, 
design systems and understand the power and limits of human and machine 
intelligence.  These are the concepts that lie at the heart of our Computer Science 
course. They will be the best preparation for students who want to go on to study 
Computer Science at a higher level and will also provide a good grounding for other 
subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills. 
 
We follow the OCR specification.  The A level has two written exams (2hr 30m 
each).The two modules are called” Computing Principles” and “Algorithms and 
Problem Solving”.  There is no coursework, though regular reading is highly 
beneficial and is strongly encouraged.   
 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
 

 Learn to program in Python:  www.codecademy.com 

 Read relevant news articles and technical journals 

 Read the specification which is available from the OCR website, course 
code H046 

 Essential - Click here for the Transition Pack.  Work through this using your 
own research and the resources provided.    

If you have questions, feel free to email: 
Mrs Jones jjones@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

 

http://www.codecademy.com/
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/633/Computer_science_transition_pack_2018.zip
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/633/Computer_science_transition_pack_2018.zip
mailto:jjones@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk
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Drama and Theatre Studies 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions  
 
You are to research one of the following theatre practitioners; 
their performance aesthetic and key elements of their work: 
 

 Bertolt Brecht – e.g. V-Effect, Spass, The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui 
 Steven Berkoff – e.g. Empty Space, Buffoonery, The Trial 

 Jerzy Grotowski – e.g. Poor Theatre, the Holy Actor, The Constant Prince 

 Antonin Artaud – e.g. Grotesque, Theatre of Cruelty, A Spurt of Blood 

You should create a 5-10 minute presentation and be prepared to 
answer questions on your research.  This could include images 
and short excerpts of video material. Your final slide should be a 
bibliography that cites at least 3 sources, one of which should not  
be from the internet. 

Description of the Course  
 
We will be studying two published plays and two theatre 
practitioners, mainly in a practical way.  You will create a 
portfolio of evidence of practical work undertaken which will be 
assessed as part of the final grade. 
We will attend a number of live performances and you will review 
them as part of the final grade. 
We will study and perform one substantial play and perform it in 
front of an examiner. 
 
We follow the OCR specification.   
 
For more details of the course spec visit : 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-drama-and-
theatre-h059-h459-from-2016/ 

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance  
The following points should be included in your presentation: 

 Biographical details 
 Theatrical context of their work 

 Key aims/features/signatures of their performance style 

 Critical response to their work by others. 

 
There are many websites that have information on the 
practitioners, however you should ensure the validity of the 
source.  A blog may not contain factual information and may rely 
on opinion etc. Therefore choose your sources wisely. 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course  
 
V Keep up to date with what is going on in the world of theatre – visit 

www.thestage.co.uk for theatre reviews and comment. 
V Visit the theatre for fun.  Regular exposure to live theatre improves both 

performance skills and analysis skills. 
V www.ocr.org.uk 
V www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/discovermore  contains lots of information 

about theatre practitioners. 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-drama-and-theatre-h059-h459-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-drama-and-theatre-h059-h459-from-2016/
http://www.thestage.co.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/discovermore
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Economics 
PRE-ENROLMENT BASELINE TEST PREP WORK  
 Over the holiday, you are to conduct background reading into 
economic affairs in preparation for your A course.   
Watch the news or read articles to find out the following: 

- The Monetary Policy Committee 
- The Confederation of British Industry 
- Inflation 
- Unemployment 
- Merger Activity 

There will be a baseline test at the beginning of the course in 
September covering questions relating to the above topics.   There will 
be questions relating to your general knowledge of economics, as well 
as your ability to recognise and discuss economic data ‘unseen’.  The 
more reading you do of newspapers and magazines like the Economist, 
the better. You will be tested on your ability to reason and give 
arguments based on economics related questions.   
You are asked to keep a record of the news and articles you have read 
about, including the above list, as well as all others.  You are not 
expected to learn any economic theory, but you are expected to read 
up on current affairs items which concern economic issues and to 
familiarise yourself with the key personnel in our government who 
have a large influence over economic affairs.  You should watch out in 
particular for discussions on economic growth, headline reports on 
unemployment and inflation, changes happening in the housing market 
and government debates relating to the economy.  
 The baseline test will be completed on DAY 1 of your Economics 
course.  

Description of the Course 
A Level Economics aims to give an insight into key issues in the news affecting 
everyday life. Our goal is to allow you to understand the forces driving things like 
the price of oil, exchange rates and the level of unemployment in an economy.  
The subject is split into two sections, micro and macroeconomics. Whereas macro 
looks at the big issues affecting the economy as a whole (unemployment, 
inflation, growth and so on), micro looks at a smaller scale; the pricing of 
individual products like oil or gold; the salaries paid to different people, and the 
reasons for any differences. 
Economics is a subject which looks at the reasons changes occur in the economy, 
and uses models to help you to analyse changes. Taken together, micro and 
macroeconomics give a complete understanding of the economy as a whole that 
will be valuable in career terms as well as bringing an increased understanding of 
the world around you and how it works! We follow the New Edexcel Economics A 
Syllabus. 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
Reading around the subject for A-Level Economics is critical.  Here are a few 
suggestions to get you started on…. 
….your theory: 
23 Things they don’t tell you about capitalism, Ha Joon Chang: 
….your general knowledge: 
The Big Short, Michael Lewis. 
….an introduction to behavioural economics: 
The Undercover Economist (or The Undercover Economist Strikes Back 
series)/The Logic of Life/Adapt, Tim Harford 
….linking ideas between subjects….. 
The Plundered Planet/The Bottom Billion, Paul Collier 
Some original texts: 
…..An inquiry into the nature and causes of the wealth of nations, Adam Smith. 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September to Mrs Hoare in the Sixth Form Office. 
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English Literature 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance 
 
How is the state of mind of the narrator/speaker presented in the texts 
below? (850-1,000 words) 
The Yellow Wallpaper, Charlotte Perkins Gilman (download it here 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/literatureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digital
Docs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf or search ‘the yellow wallpaper’ using 
Google) 
‘Tulips’, Sylvia Plath http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178974  
 
You should read each text carefully at least twice. Throughout your 
response, you should refer closely to both texts. 
 
You should consider: 

 How the two texts differ in voice, themes or subject matter 

 How the two texts might be similar in voice, themes or subject 
matter 

 The effect of language and structural choices both writers make 

 How to integrate discussion of both texts into the same 
paragraph(s) 

 
You could also consider: 

 What you can tell about the setting or context of each text 
 
 
 

Description of the course 
 
A Level English Literature involves the study of prose, poetry and drama. We 
follow the OCR specification. All students explore pre- and post-1900 texts in 
depth. We follow the linear 2-year A Level, which gives us time to explore set 
texts in depth. In the first year, you will compare a major pre-1900 poet or poem 
with a pre-1900 play, a range of extracts within the Gothic genre, a modern 
Gothic prose text, and embark on independent reading. As well as developing 
your understanding of all of these texts, in the second year you will study a 
second Gothic prose text to compare to your modern prose from the first year 
and a full Shakespeare play. There is also the exciting opportunity to choose three 
post-1900 texts to study for coursework. 
A passion for reading and interpreting a range of literature is essential for this 
course. 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 

 The study of English Literature requires you to read widely and 
independently; you should read a good selection of literature over the 
summer (classic and modern) 

 We will begin the course by reading pre-1900 poetry, the Gothic genre 
and approaching literature in general. Come prepared to discuss a text 
you have particularly enjoyed reading for pleasure in the past 

 In the second term, we will be comparing poetry with a pre-1900 drama 
text – you will therefore benefit from beginning to make thematic links 
between texts you read 

 You will constantly be challenged to offer different views and 
perspectives of texts we study, so it would be helpful if you make notes 
of any reading you do over summer 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 
 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/literatureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/literatureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178974
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Geography 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance: 
Activity 1: Go to, https://www.edmodo.com/home and create an account (if you 
don’t have one already). Once you have set up your account, either go to  
https://www.edmodo.com/home#/group?id=24491588&sub_view=members or 
search for ‘Mr Norgate’ and then for ‘2019 A Level Geographers’. Finally, you will 
need to enter the following code, needed to join the group.  
 
Activity 2: We would then like you to find, read and upload a recent article (the more 
recent the better) about a Geographical story that interests you – it could be about 
anything from a volcanic eruption to climate change, impacts of globalisation or 
migration. You will need to summarise your article once you have uploaded it to so 
that others know what they will be reading about. The following sites are good places 
to start your wider reading…  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/13/the-guardian-view-on-
geography-its-the-must-have-a-level  
https://www.theguardian.com/science/geography  
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/latest-stories/  
https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/geography/  
 
Activity 3: Answer ONE of the questions below. Your response should be clearly 
structured, fully developed and show evidence of how you think like a Geographer… 
 

a) How has the UK been shaped by past and present natural processes?  
b) Why can residents of Kensington and Chelsea expect to live 13 years longer 

than residents of Govan, Glasgow? 
c) Why do the effects of natural hazards vary between different populations? 
d) What is meant by your place and how has your place changed?  
e) To what extent do you agree that climate change is the biggest challenge 

facing the human race? 
f) ‘Our world is getting smaller’. Discuss.  

 
Your response should be around  one side of A4 (it can be typed or handwritten) 

Description of the Course: 
A Level Geography offers a contemporary view of our ever changing world and 
explores the dynamic interactions between Human Geography, Physical 
Geography and Geographical Skills. For Component One (Physical Geography), you 
will study Water and Carbon Cycles, Glacial systems and landscapes and Hazards. 
For Component Two (Human Geography) you will study Global Systems and Global 
Governance, Changing Places and Population and the Environment. Component 3 
is an individual investigation based upon a question or issue that is of a particular 
interest to you.  
 
We follow the new AQA Geography specification (accredited in June 2016). You 
will complete two written A Level exams: Component One and Component Two. 
Both Each exam is 2 hours long and contributes 40% of total marks available. The 
final 20% of marks comes from Component Three which is your Geographical 
Fieldwork Investigation.  

Other Useful Preparation for the Course: 
There has never been a more exciting time to study Geography and it has never 
been more important for appreciating and understanding the dynamic world in 
which we live. Look for Geography related TV programmes (and share the link on 
Edmodo), read broadsheet newspapers such as the Guardian or The Times and 
think Geographically as you travel around the British Isles and beyond. Remember, 
without Geography you’re nowhere! 
 
You will need the following stationary items for A Level Geography: 

 Two A4 ring binders (one for Physical and one for Human Geography). 

 A set of A4 coloured folder dividers to organise your assessed work class 
notes etc. 

 Black, blue and green pens (highlighters would be useful too) 
 

If you have any questions about the A Level Geography course please email Mr 
Norgate (Head of Geography) at arn@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk  
 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

 

https://www.edmodo.com/home
https://www.edmodo.com/home#/group?id=24491588&sub_view=members
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/13/the-guardian-view-on-geography-its-the-must-have-a-level
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/13/the-guardian-view-on-geography-its-the-must-have-a-level
https://www.theguardian.com/science/geography
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/latest-stories/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/geography/
mailto:arn@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk
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History 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance  
  
Please see the separate documents with the History Pre-Enrolment Tasks:  
  
Stuart Monarchy:  
Click here for the task.  
Click here to read the Stuart Monarchy text.  
  
Using the pre-learning guided questions, take notes to consolidate your 
learning. Stuart Monarchy pre-enrolment task  
  
  
Russia in 1917:  
Click here for the task.  
Click here to read the Russia in 1917 text.  
  
Using the pre-learning guided questions, take notes to consolidate your 
learning. Russia in 1917 pre-enrolment task  
  

Description of the course 
Year 12 will cover 1603-1649 and Year 13 will cover 1649-1702 

    
 
Year 12 will cover 1917-1929 and Year 13 will cover 1929-1953 

      
 
 
 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
 

 The study of History requires you to read widely and independently. 

 Your success will be directly linked to your literacy ability and the quality of 
your writing. 

 BE PREPARED TO WORK VERY HARD AND INDEPENDENTLY – YOU ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN SUCCESS. 

  

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/636/Stuart_Monarchy_pre-enrolment_task.doc
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/636/Stuart_Monarchy_pre-enrolment_task.doc
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/636/Stuart_Monarchy_pre-enrolment_task.doc
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/637/Stuart_Monarchy_text.pdf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/637/Stuart_Monarchy_text.pdf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/637/Stuart_Monarchy_text.pdf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/634/Russia_in_1917_pre-enrolment_task.doc
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/634/Russia_in_1917_pre-enrolment_task.doc
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/634/Russia_in_1917_pre-enrolment_task.doc
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/635/Russia_in_1917_text.pdf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/635/Russia_in_1917_text.pdf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/635/Russia_in_1917_text.pdf
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Mathematics and Further Mathematics 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions and Assessment Guidance 
 
Please see the separate documents with the Maths and Further Maths Pre-
Enrolment Tasks: 
 
Year 12 Maths pre-enrolment task  
Year 12 Further Maths pre-enrolment task  
  

Description of the Course 
 
We follow the Edexcel Mathematics and Further Mathematics syllabus at A-level. 
There are 4 modules per A-Level and no coursework.  
Single mathematicians usually take 4 modules Year 13, Pure 1 and 2, Statistics and 
Mechanics 1 and 2. Students are entered for exams in May/June of each year.  
All teachers are happy to help any student who asks for help outside lesson time. 
Further mathematicians follow a varied and interesting diet of Core Pure 1 and 2, 
Further Mechanics 1 and Decision 1 and 2 modules which allows them the flexibility 
to choose any degree course they wish to study.  

Other Useful Preparation for the Course: 
You should be confident with before starting the A-Level Maths course: 
Basic Algebra (non-calculator) 
simplifying algebraic expressions by collecting like terms 
general laws of indices 
expanding and factorising expressions (one term outside) 
laws of indices for all rational exponents (positive, negative, fractions) 
 
Quadratic Functions (non-calculator) 
plotting graphs of quadratic functions 
expanding and factorising quadratics (two brackets) 
solving quadratic equations by factorising 
solving quadratic equations using the formula 
 
Equations And Inequalities (non-calculator) 
solving simultaneous linear equations by elimination 
solving simultaneous linear equations by substitution 
solving linear inequalities 
 
Sine Rule And Cosine Rule (calculator allowed) 
using the sine rule to find missing sides and angles 
using the cosine rule to find missing sides and angles 
using sine rule, cosine rule, trig ratios and Pythagoras in problems 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/631/Y12_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/631/Y12_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/631/Y12_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/631/Y12_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/632/Y12_Further_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/632/Y12_Further_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/632/Y12_Further_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
http://uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk/uploads/admin/download/file/632/Y12_Further_Maths_pre-enrolment_task.rtf
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Photography 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions 
Task One:  Please could you take 10 good quality photographs and get 
them professionally printed related to the theme of your choice. Use 
Tesco, Boots or online companies like SnapFish. Print to 6” by 4” size. 
Be adventurous with viewpoints, different angles, close-ups and 
whole views when composing your photos. Go to different interesting 
locations so that your photographs are exciting or work in a studio 
setting considering the light, composition and background of your 
photograph through placing objects on a neutral surface.  
You could take photographs of (but are not limited to) 

 Objects 

 The environment  

 People 
 Use your imagination – think about what makes an excellent 
photograph. 
Task Two: Select a photograph taken by a recognised photographer. 
(Source photograph from www.tate.org.uk or 
http://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/a-z-of-photographers if 
unsure) Analyse the image discussing; composition, content, themes 
and technique. 

Description of the Course  
Students are expected to; 
-explore relevant resources; analyse, discuss and evaluate images, objects and 
artefacts; and make and record independent judgments 
-use knowledge and understanding of the work of others to develop and extend 
thinking and inform own work 

 -generate & explore potential lines of enquiry using media and techniques 
 -apply knowledge and understanding in making images and artefacts; review 

and modify work; and plan and develop ideas in the light of their own and 
others’ evaluations 

  -organise, select and communicate ideas, solutions and responses, and present 
them in a range of visual, tactile and/or sensory forms. 

 There will be a period of portfolio related tasks building on student’s skills 
following the A level syllabus, leading up to component 1 of the Advanced Level 
course that will begin at the end of the Autumn Term.   
Component 1 : Personal Investigation What's assessed  Portfolio of work 96 
marks 60% of AS  
Component 2: Externally set assignment What's assessed?    96 marks 40% of 
AS /Response to an externally set assignment  
Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time 

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance 
-  Ability to use your photography skills and be independent. 
-  Respond to tasks in an imaginative way 
- Take an interest in Photography through sourcing your own ideas. 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
Ensure you are fully equipped for the new term. You will need to bring your 
camera to every lesson. 
Take a camera out with you and get used to taking photographs! 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/a-z-of-photographers
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Physics 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions 
To carry out the pre enrolment task you must log on to the link below, click 
sign up and register.  Please use your full name so I can clearly identify you. 
https://isaacphysics.org/account?authToken=7NDYNK 
Confirm A Fleming access to your data and you will then get an email with 
a link for you to carry out the GCSE to A level transition – skills assignment.  
Click the link.   
Then click on each of the purple hexagons and follow the instructions.   
 
If you have any problems in accessing this then email Ms Fleming:  
andreaf@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk 

 

Description of the Course 
The course is taught in a concept approach 
Year 12 topics: Working as a Physicist; Mechanics; Electric Circuits; Further 
Mechanics; Electric and Magnetic Fields; Nuclear and Particle Physics. 
Year 13 topics: Working as a Physicist; Materials; Waves and Particle Nature 
of Light; Thermodynamics; Space; Nuclear Radiation; Gravitational Fields; 
Oscillations 
 
Practical aspects of the course are addressed through the development of 
practical skills (internally assessed) and the evidence for this is collected via 
writing up some practicals and keeping a record of all practicals in the lab 
book. 

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance 
 
Attempt all of the 6 sections doing as many questions in each that you can.  
There are no time limits or number of attempts that you can do, so keep 
trying.  Use the hint buttons as much as you can, you are not penalised for 
using them.  It does not record the number of attempts that you make or 
how many hints you use.  
 
You don’t have to do it all in one go either as it will save your progress.  
 
Please note the significant figures are correct as the programme checks 
you have those correct before they decide if your value is correct. 
 
This task forms the bases of the baseline test and will be followed up with 
reflection and improvement tasks. 

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
 
Do some reading from New Scientist, Scientific American or from internet 
articles on Physics and engineering topics. 
 
We follow the Edexcel A Level Physics course, the course code is 9PH0. The 
specification is found here: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Physics/2
015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/PearsonEdexcel-
Alevel-Physics-Spec.pdf 
 
 
We strongly recommend that you download the specification and use it to 
track your progress throughout the course. 
 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

 

https://isaacphysics.org/account?authToken=7NDYNK
file:///C:/Users/andreaf/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HBWX6JHL/andreaf@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Physics/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/PearsonEdexcel-Alevel-Physics-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Physics/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/PearsonEdexcel-Alevel-Physics-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Physics/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/PearsonEdexcel-Alevel-Physics-Spec.pdf
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Product Design 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions 
 
 

As part of your assessment at A Level you will be required to design and make a prototype of a 
product. Careful consideration is required in order to choose a product that will meet a specific need 
and also provide adequate scope for you to show a wide variety of skills. It is expected that the 
chosen product will be on a relatively small scale but show a significant amount of development and 
testing to produce a complex and technical project that combines a range of materials and processes.   
TASK 1: Brainstorm and present possible problems which may need solving. Consider the following: 

1. A wide range of possible users – think about different age brackets of people but also 

specific needs of certain user groups such as the elderly, disabled or very young children. 

2. Consider places/past times where products are used or where there could be a genuine 

need for a solution to a problem. This could be around the home, in a school, business, 

charity run organisation, outdoor area such as a park, etc. 

3. What are the needs of each of these target markets/places? E.g. toddlers – poor hand/eye 

coordination, limited knowledge of speech, reading, telling the time, etc. so learning lots, 

enjoy playing with toys, etc. etc. If thinking of disabled people consider what different 

disabilities there are etc. 

4. What problems might need solving and what products could be designed to solve them? 

TASK 2: Identification of the problem. Explain what the problem is you wish to solve. 

 What is the problem you want to create a solution for? Try to choose something which is a 

little out of the ordinary and ideally it should be tailored to a real client (not just a fictional 

one!) You will need to give details about who you are designing for and the more depth you 

can give the better – as long as it is relevant information. 

 Why have you got a particular interest in the project? 

 You must NOT have any pre-conceived ideas for how you will solve this problem but you 

must have a tangible aim to achieve 

 Include photos, data, quotes, newspaper articles, etc. to support why there is a need so you 

may need to visit places and ask questions for this. 

Description of the Course 
 

The course runs in a very similar way to GCSE in that you will need 
to complete a Design and Make project as well as study the 
theoretical side of the subject. 
Assessment 
Paper 1: 2½ hour written exam on technical theory, 30% of the 
total grade 
Paper 2: 1½ hour written exam on design and making principles, 
20% of the total grade 
Coursework: A substantial design and make project worth 50% of 
the total A Level grade. 
 

Course Materials 
Please purchase the following book in preparation for 
September: 
AQA A Level Design & Technology Product Design 
By Hodder Education ISBN 978-1-5104-1408-2   Approx. £30 
 

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance 
Although this is an extension of what you did at GCSE it is expected 
at A Level that the depth of understanding shown will be 
significantly higher. All work must be completed very thoroughly 
and presented to a high standard. 
The course is designed around the use of resistant and compliant 
materials; it is not a specialist electronics or mechanical 
engineering course so you should not plan to make a product that 
would require a significant amount of technical skill in these areas.  
Proof read your work and consider your layout of information 
carefully. Use PowerPoint slides to present your work. 
 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 
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Psychology 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions and Assessment Guidance 
 
Task one please write a response to the following 
“Psychology is a science” 
Your response should be at least one side of typed A4 work which has been 
carefully checked for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
Task two using the media - TV, radio, newspapers, internet, magazines etc. look 
for research studies that have been recently published on one of the following 
subjects 

 Child development 

 Mental health 

 Eating behaviour 

 Relationships 

 Addiction 

 Gender development 

 Memory 

 Stress 

Write a short review (approximately one side of A4) describing: 

- What has been found 

- How the research was conducted 

- Flaws you can spot in the method  

Your opinion on the usefulness of the research 

Description of the Course 
 
This year is an exciting time to study psychology as we are embarking on the new 
specification under the new A Level structure. The Study of psychology has finally 
been recognised for the scientific value it carries and for this reason has an enriched 
Scientific and mathematical focus. 
We follow the AQA specification. The specification changes this year but students 
will still sit two written exams at the end of year one. These exams comprise of a 
mixture of short response and essay questions.  The focus of year one is to introduce 
students to the key psychological approaches. Paper one examines the following 
topics – Social influence, the importance of attachment and Memory whilst paper 
two examines students understanding of approaches and research methods used in 
Psychology.  
This is a Phase 1 subject so your AS Grade will not contribute to your A2 grade  

Other Useful Preparation for the Course 
 

 Go to https://www.psychologytoday.com/ 

 Go to http://www.simplypsychology.org 

 For a really good head start on the course, consider reading the following 
books:  

- Man, Woman, Boy, Girl.  
- Lord of the flies  
- The Lucifer Effect 
The Selfish Gene 
- The following Case study articles will support your understanding of the 

syllabus: 
- The Case of Genie 
- The Case of Clive Wearing 

if you have questions, feel free to email Mrs Rispoli-Hall  

nrispoli-hall@uptoncourtgrammar.or.uk 
 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/
http://www.simplypsychology.org/
mailto:nrispoli-hall@uptoncourtgrammar.or.uk
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Religious Studies 
Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Instructions  
Part AO1: Your task is to produce an academic explanation  on 

Explain the problem of evil for believers in the classical view of God.  

Refer to modern and historical scholars who have contributed to this issue. 

This is the part of the essay where you need to show academic/ scholarly 

thought on the issue. You will need to research the issue extensively to find key 

and relevant scholars.    (minimum  500 words) 

Part AO2: ‘It is inconsistent to believe in God when there is such suffering in 

The World.’  Evaluate this claim using evidence and showing that you have 

thought about a range of points of view. Try to make conclusions about the 

different views involved showing strengths and weaknesses of views and 

which views you believe are most convincing, explaining why. (minimum  750 

words)USE THE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA BELOW TO GUIDE YOU IN EACH 

PART 

Description of the Course  
There are THREE equal parts to this course  

1. Christianity at A Level . There will be four themes within this; 

religious figures and sacred texts; religious concepts and 

religious life; significant social and historical developments in 

religious thought; religious practices and religious identity.  

2. Philosophy of Religion : There will be four themes within this 

component: arguments for the existence of God; challenges 

to religious  belief; religious experience; religious language.  

3. Religious Ethics : There will be four themes within this 

component: ethical language and thought; deontological 

ethics; teleological ethics; freewill and determinism.  
 
Written examinations. Three exams each two hours long. Extended writing 
choosing a topic or issue from a selection of themes studied. 
Exam board;  WJEC-Eduqas Religious Studies. 

Pre-Enrolment Preparation Task Assessment and Guidance  
Part AO1 (knowledge and understanding AO1 )  will be assessed by: 
• Level of accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.   
• Extent and relevance of response which answers the specific demands of the question set.   
• Level of response for extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 

examples.  
• Level of accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.  
• Extent of range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
• Level of accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
Part AO2 (the debate/ evaluation AO2 )  will be assessed on:  
• Level of  critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.  

• Extent  that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 

question set.  

• Level of  sustained and clear views given, supported by extensive, detailed 

reasoning and/or evidence.  

• Extent  of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context.  

• Level of  accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  

Other Useful Preparation for the Course  
 Watch debates on TV such as The Big Question and see different attitudes 

towards ethical issues. 
 Get into the habit of following the news. 
 Talk to your friends and family; find out what they think about ethical 

issues, philosophical ideas and religious teachings – try to see what beliefs 
and values you think underpin their views. 

 Read books such as Sophie’s World, My Sister’s Keeper, Introductions to 
Christianity, Philosophy, Philosophy of Religion and Ethical Theory 

 Watch films such as The Matrix, Gattaca, Minority Report, Blade runner, 
The Mission, I Heart Huckabees. 
 

If you have questions, feel free to email Mr Riley 
nriley@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk 
 

All of your Pre-Enrolment Preparation Tasks must be submitted by Monday 10th September  to one of the subject teachers. 

mailto:nriley@uptoncourtgrammar.org.uk
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